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| can’t begin to tellyou how pumped | am to begin another year here in our middle school
7th and 8th grade program! What a wonderful privilege it is to help students develop a
personal growing relationship with Christ and share in that with others. Our theme this
year is Cafeteria: never dine alonel It’s our desire to emphasize to students why it’s
important to be with other Christians as we grow closer to God. As you flip through these
pages we hope you can see the time and thought we’ve put in to every event and how
it all points towards helping Calvary reach middle school students
for Christ, and helping middle school students grow closer to God
in community.

What to Expect

Each of our events are designed with a specific purpose in mind. On Sunday mornings
students will worship, hang out together, go through the book of Genesis, and engage in some
fun and interactive stories that deal with some of same issues we deal with today. Wednesday
nights provides students with opportunities to engage in mentoring from our well-trained
and caring adult leaders; practice Christian virtues; engage in conversations with their peers
who are dealing with some of the same issues they are; and grow through conversations,
times of worship, and opportunities to develop social skills in a Christian setting. You’ll also
notice we have retreats, guys and girls night outs, and other events that challenge students
to grow, opportunities for them to serve and share their faith, and provide them a fun and
comfortable atmosphere for doing it. It's our prayer as you scan through these passages that
two things will become very clear: 1) We have a tremendous love for God; 2)We are crazy
about showering that love on students in order to help them grow.

Bethann Talsma
Admin. Assistant

Getting Involved When You’re New

Looking back to my years in 7th and 8th grade, perhaps there was no greater challenge than
feeling like | “fit in”. If you've ever moved somewhere new, changed schools, or simply joined
something you've never been a part of before - you know first hand the challenges students
face when they get involved. We want to make every effort to help our middle school ministry

Natalie Uecker
Admin. Assistant



feel like home to students. The honest truth is it simply takes time. The best advice | could give a student is to
keep coming back, even if the first couple of times were a bit awkward. We think there is a tremendous amount
of value in what we do and in addition to attending worship services with their families, can play a huge role in
students growing spiritually.

Mark Those Calendars!
I’'m not sure about you, but | tend to forget things quickly if | don’t mark them on my calendar. Our hope is that this
year-long brochure will provide you a good description of what we're doing this year so that you can
prayerfully consider what ways you might be involved. We’ll have our events listed in the Calvary
Life, on our website, and in various places throughout the church. If you'd like reminders for events
coming up, feel free to contact our office calvarystudents@ calvarygr.org to receive a reminder email
about our events.

Ways to Communicate With Us

One of the best ways to communicate with usis through email. We frequently send emails
to parents about middle events and needs. If you are not receiving these and would like
to, tell us your email address and add calvarystudentsgr.org to your trusted sender list.

Event Scholarships
Partial scholarships (up to 50%) are often available for offsetting the cost of our events. If you would
like to receive one, let us know.

We are so excited to see how God is going to work through our students’ lives this next year. As you
flip through these pages, would you be open to praying for each of these events and asking God to
give us wisdom and discernment as we seek to grow closer to him? Thank you again for partnering
with us as we reach a generation for Christ,

[t’'s in His name we serve ,
Pastor Byron



1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Family
Service
No MSM
@ 1 12 13 E 14 15 16 17
Gen.162- B
Well Isn’t That
Something
@ 18 19 20 ! 21 22 23 24
=il |
Gen. 3 - The
Great Big, Ordinary to
Awesomely Extraordinary
Horrible, Ter- Memorize:
ribly Bad Fall Philippians 4:13
@ 25 26 27 ! 28 29 30
=il |
Gen. 4 -
Raising Cain Attitude
Check
Memorize:
- Philippians 2:5

Sept. 141 6:30-8:00pm | Rm 108
Cost: $10 (Includes T-shirt)

Oasis is our Wednesday night small
group program! Want to go deeper,
asking specific questions about top-
ics that concern you? Want to make
some close friends? Want to get to
know some of our fun, caring, super
skilled leaders on a more personal
level? We'll play games, worship,
hear a brief talk, and break up into
our groups. You can join Oasis any
time in the school year, just show up!

Sept. 11[12:20-1:00pm | Rm 109

During this parent’s meeting we will
discuss our events for the year, go
over our Sunday and Wednesday
topics, give you an opportunity to
ask questions about our ministry and
meet other parents of middle school
students. (Snacks will be provided)

Sept. 25 [5:30-8:30pm

Guus - Entrance J | Cost: $12
We will head to Craig’s Cruisers for
games and dinner!

Girls - Room 129 | Cost: $12
Come paint pottery with the girls! We
will have Naked Plates on site with dif-
ferent items for us to paint.

‘Parent-signed year-long release form
needed on file to participate.
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October 16 | 5:30-8:30pm
Meet at the Church (Locationis a

surprisel)
Cost: $5

Guys and girls nights out (GNO)

are the perfect way to meet new
friends, hang out with our awesome
leaders, and engage in serious and
not so serious conversation. Hope to
see you therel
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Nov.12 at 5:30pm-Nov. 13 at
5:30pm | Grace Adventures

Meet at Entrance D

Cost: $65 ($55 if paid in full by
October 31)

$25 non-refundable deposit due
at registration

First thing | notice going in to
someone’s house is that there are
areas designed for different parts
of their life. We have kitchens for
making food, dining rooms for
eating in, family rooms for hanging
out together, and bedrooms for
sleeping. During our fall retreat
we'll play some awesome games
(including mega-box wars) laugh
together, worship together, eat
some camp food together, and
examine different areas of our lives
and how God can be honored in
each ONE. Great opportunity to
make new friends and learn more
about this awesome God and how
we can bring him glory in all of our
“areas”.

Space is limited, advance sign-up
required.

‘Parent-signed year-long release form
needed on file to participate.
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Never Dine Alonel
Dec.10, 1:45-3:30pm | Entrance J

Location: Pilgrim’s Manor

Christmas can be a lonely time of
year for some. This is a time for us
as a group to turn the focus away
from us and our fun and focus on
the needs of others. We will spend
some time with senior citizens at a
nursing home singing carols and just
offering friendship to some lonely
people. You'll be amazed at how fun
and fulfilling this will be. Ultimately
following Jesus isn’'t about us;

it's about serving God by serving
others. This is a great opportunity to
live that out.

Wear festive Christmas colors and
get ready to sing Christmas carols &
play bingo! All MSM students grades
5-8 are welcome tojoin us as we
serve the community during the
holiday season.
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January 15 from 12:30-1:15pm
Room 108 | Snacks provided

Parents and students are welcome
tojoin us as we discuss upcoming
missions trips and answer any
questions you might have. This is
also a great opportunity to meet
other families from the church. We
will open up the meeting to other
questions as time permits.
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Feb.17 at 5:30pm (Entrance D) -
Feb.19 at 5:30pm (Entrance D)

Cost: $130 ($120 if paid in full by
February 6)

$25 non-refundable deposit due
at registration

To Register: In addition to the
year-long Calvary Church release
form, you’'ll need a non-refundable
deposit, and a Spring Hill medical
release form completed.

This year’s theme, en Route, will
give you direction as you navigate
a challenging world. Dynamic
speakers, interactive small group
times, and a challenging prayer
labyrinth will bring to life key truths
from Philippians 3:13-14, truths that
will help them along their journey
to Christ-likeness. It’s a weekend
designed with awesome times of
worship, extraordinary activities,
and plenty of time to grow together
as a group.

SpringHill Activities*

High-Speed Tubing, Broomball,
Batting Cage, Gym, Indoor Climbing
Wall, Giants Ladder, High Ropes
Course, 6’ Half Pipe, Crafts, Game
Room, Paintball, Horses, Indoor Pool

*some activities may cost extra

Space is limited, advance sign-up is
required. Deposit at registration is
non-refundable
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March 25

Join us as we have our own middle
school students lead in worship for
5th-8th gradel If you'd like to help
serve, please contact Lee Bergakker,
Sara Tindall, or Pastor Byron.

March 11| 6:00-8:00pm

Guys - Byron’s House (3443 Shady
Place NE) | Cost: Free

Join us for our annual extravaganza:
Waffles and Wiil Bring yourself to
Byron’s House as we talk about life,
grub down on some delicious waffles
and play wiil Great time to make new
friends and discuss what is happen-
ing in our lives.

Girls - Meet at Entrance J | Cost: $10
Join us for fun at the Castaway Bay
and Splash Tower Waterpark at the
Ramada Inn. Plan on eating dinner
beforehand since we will want as
much time as possible to swim! Bring
a modest swim suit and towel. Trans-
portation will be provided.

‘Parent-signed year-long release form
needed on file to participate.
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April 13 at 3:00pm - April 14 at
11:59pm | Entrance J

Cost: $45
Contact Byron to register.

Training is a huge part of a students’
life. Whether you're in basketball,
soccer, football, gymnastics or

even choir, ballet or band...you're
committed. You spend hours
practicing, training, rehearsing, and
pushing themselves to the limit.

While all these activities are great,
we know you have another game to
get ready for. At GameDay, students
will face the reality and the urgency
of the “competition” they are a part
of every day in the grand Kingdom
conflict for the souls of their friends.

Through powerful training, worship,
drama, and outreach opportunities,
teens will pour into 2 Timothy 4:1-8
and come away motivated and
equipped to follow the Apostle
Paul’'s powerful charge to young
believers.

In addition to the parent-signed,
year-long release form on file, you
will need a Dare 2 Share release
form completed.
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May 16 from 6:00-8:30pm |
Byron’s House (3443 Shady
Place NE)

Cost: Free | Dinner Provided

8th Graders - join us as we
celebrate you and have a great time
celebrating the year!

May 20 from 6:00-8:00pm

Entrance J

Guys -Cost: $8

It’s time to get our bowl on! Join us
as we hang out, talk about life, and
bowl the night away. Transportation
to and from the bowling alley will be
provided. Hope to see you therel

Girls - Cost: $12

Come spend the evening at Craig’s
Cruisers with the girls! The cost is
$12 and includes games and pizzal!
Transportation to and from Craig’s
Cruisers will be provided.

‘Parent-signed year-long release form needed
on file to participate.



COMPASSEON KEDS

Each Sunday we take an offering to support two kids through Compassion International.

Selam Yilma

Selam is a 14-year-old boy from Ethiopia. He lives in the
community of Zeway 02 Zebale, home to about 70,000
residents. Through our support, Selam is able to
attend a local Christian school where he receives Bible
teaching, hygiene education, clothing, nutritious food,
recreational activities, tutoring and school materials.

Prayer Requests for Selam:

1. Pray for Selam as he learns more about Jesus
at church and school.

2. Pray for abundant harvests for families in
Selam’s village who depend on agriculture to survive.
3. Pray for Selam’s family

Facts about Selam:

Birthday: 8/29/1996

Favorite Activities: Soccer, Hide-and-Seek, Running
Chores: Running Errands, Cleaning, Animal Care
Average Family Monthly Income: $25

Common Health Issues in his community: Malaria,
typhoid fever, pneumonia, asthma & Tuberculosis.

Vishaka Kirtkar

Vishaka is an 1l-year-old-girl from India. She lives in
a small hillside community called Saldhara, there
are about 8,100 residents. Through our sponsorship
Vishaka is able to attend a local school that provides
bible teaching, health instruction, hygiene supplies,
nutritious meals, recreational activities and life skills
training.

Prayer Requests for Vishaka:

1. Pray for Vishaka as she learns more about Jesus
through her bible classes and Church.

2. Pray for the city of Saldhara as they need electricity,
proper sanitation, educational materials and
employment opportunities.

3. Pray for Vishaka’s family.

Facts about Vishaka

Birthday- 1/5/2000

Favorites Activities/Hobbies- Walking, Hide-and-Seek,
Running, Reading & Jump Rope

Chores- Errands, Cleaning, Carries Water, Kitchen Help
Average Family Income: $15 a month

Common Health Issues: malnutrition, colds and viral
infections.
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THE BIG D: DIVORCE THROUGH THE
EYES OF A TEEN

iE 2% & o= == =

these unresolved emotionsin to their own futures. Because
of the divorce or separation of their parents, teens find
them in a hopeless situation they did not choose. That is
where “The Big D” comes in. This 12-week session equips
teens with the God given tools to live a life of hope and the
promise of a changed tomorrow.

To reqister, contact Lou DeGraaf
(Idegraaf@ calvarygr.org) at ext. 3618.






NEW! Devotional Books Available:
31 verses every teenager should
know about community.

We are pleased to offer students a devotional book
that covers 31 verses on community. Our hope is
that students will learn more about the church,
God’s purpose for it, and how they fit in. We are
encouraging students to do one devotional a week
in addition to the devotions they may already

do. The cost is $5 and you can pick them up at

our Parent’s Gatherings, Sunday mornings, or
Wednesday nights. What a great opportunity to
help our students know more about God’s Word!



FAQ®'S

How do | register for an event?

Have your student sign up on the sign-up sheet passed
around in the weeks before an event, call our office or
email. Make sure your student has a parent-signed 2011-
2012 year-long medical release form on file, turns in the
required cost or deposit for an event, and completes any
extra paperwork indicated.

What are the benefits?

In addition to students being involved with worship and
starting to get involved in serving throughout the church
we believe Middle School Ministry has huge benefits to-
wards helping students become fully devoted followers
of Christ: It connects students with loving, spiritually ma-
turing adults who can live out what the Christian life is
all about and love and train younger men and women. It
provides students with a place to belong and sense of
ownership of their faith. It tells students “God loves you
right where you are at.” It's a place where students can
begin to use their spiritual gifts and reach out to their
peers. | have heard testimonies fromm many students who
were deeply impacted by a middle school ministry and
are living examples of God’s grace, power, and love (my-
self included)!

Help! My student isn’t connected! How do I get him/
her involved?

Great question! It’s difficult to get involved when you're
new. It can also be hard to reach out to new people when
you have established relationships. It requires stretching
on both parts. We encourage our students to look for

ways to be outgoing, and we pray that when someone
is new they would be willing to step out of their comfort
zone and keep working at making friendships.

My simple answer is come to everything. You never know
which event will cause friendships and spiritual growth
to click. The retreats and guys/girls night outs are espe-
cially helpful initially, and Oasis is the perfect place to
grow deeper with friendships.

Are there ways | can help out?

Make no mistake, we love having parents help outl We
have parents serving as small group leaders, help with
various events, and open their homes to different ac-
tivities. We do our best to keep connected with parents
about various needs and prayer requests through email
and quarterly parent’s gatherings. By the way, all our fan-
tastic small group leaders fill out an application, undergo
a background check and receive training. If you're inter-
ested in serving, contact our Student Ministries Office.

| have questions you haven’t answered!
I'd love to answer any questions you might have and pro-
vide you with the reason and purpose behind what we
do! Feel free to stop by, phone, or email us.

We deeply care about your student and are happy
to help in any way we can.

Email: calvarystudents@ calvarygr.org
Phone: 956-9377, ext. 5181



Calvary Church Middle School Ministry

Location: 707 E Beltine NE | Grand Rapids M| | 49525
Mailing: PO Box 1600 | Grand Rapids Ml | 49501
calvarystudents@ calvarygr.org | 956-9377 | calvarygr.org



